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to the Kaffirs; and hence they saw nothing improper in asking the Natal
Government to put off execution of the sentence. But South Africa be-
came excited, the arguments of the Imperial Government proved unavail-
ing, and Lord Elgin had to bow down before Natal opinion.

Lord Elgin has written to the Governor that, on inquiry, it was found
that justice had been done in the case of the Kaffirs, that the Imperial
Government did not now wish to interfere in the administration by the
executive councillors of Natal, and that they could do what they deemed
proper. Lord Elgin has, however, put the entire blame on the Governor.
He further says that no intervention by the Imperial Government would
have taken place if the Governor had supplied all the facts of the case
at the outset. Twelve lives have been taken for two. The twelve Kaffirs
were blown to death at the mouth of a cannon on Monday.

During all this excitement, only one man kept a cool head, and
that was Mr. Morcum. At a meeting in Maritzburg, he declared that
Lord Elgin's move was quite proper. It was a matter of saving human
life, and there was no need for the executive to resign. Hunt and Arm-
strong were killed before martial law was declared; and hence the Kaffirs
ought to have been tried by the Supreme Court. The whole meeting
was against him, and though they hissed and hooted at him, the brave
Mr. Morcum had his way.

What is the outcome of all this? That some Kaffirs were killed will
soon be forgotten. We cannot say for certain whether or not they have
received justice. But wherever self-government has been granted, a people
become overweening. They will take undue liberties, and the Imperial
Government will hesitate to intervene. It will seldom do so, for, as
the saying goes, a man once bitten by a serpent dreads even a length
of rope. It is only the Coloured people who stand to lose by this. They
have no vote. Where they have it, they cannot use it effectively, so that
the Colonial authority will place greater restrictions on them, and they
alone will get justice who ingratiate themselves with it. Great changes
are likely to take place in South Africa during the coming years. The
Indians and other Coloured people have much to ponder and they must
act with circumspection.

[From Gujarati]
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286. THE LAND ACT IN THE TRANSVAAL
AN IMPORTANT LAW SUIT
In the Transvaal, there was only one plot of land outside the Loca-
tion registered in the name of an Indian, the well-known Sheth Abubaker
Amod, who is no more. The land was in Church Street in Pretoria.
The late Mr. Abubaker bought it in June 1885, and the sale-deed was